Determining the absolute top cyber lawyer in the world is inherently subjective, but a few
names consistently stand out based on influence, scholarly work, impact, and global
recognition:

Leading Global Cyberlawyers (Lawdragon 2025 Rankings)

Lawdragon's 2025 "500 Leading Global Cyber Lawyers" list features elite practitioners from
around the world, based on peer nominations, journalistic research, and courtroom
successes:

e Firms with high representation include Perkins Coie (25 lawyers), Norton Rose
Fulbright (20 lawyers), Gibson Dunn, Kirkland, and Ropes & Gray (Perkins Coie).

While no single lawyer is ranked #1 overall, this list showcases the top tier globally—
including experts in cybersecurity, privacy breaches, incident response, and data law.

Noteworthy Luminaries in Cyber Law
Pavan Duggal (India)

Dr. Pavan Duggal is widely regarded as a pioneering figure in cyberlaw, cybercrime, Al law,
and the metaverse in India and globally. He's authored 179 books, founded Cyberlaws.Net,
and chairs leading international commissions on cybersecurity law, including the Metaverse
Law Nucleus (Wikipedia).

His prolific writing and leadership in shaping legal policy around emerging technologies
make him arguably the most influential individual in the field today.

Global Thought Leaders

¢ Jennifer Granick (USA): Known as the "NBA all-star of surveillance law" by Senator
Ron Wyden, she defends high-profile cases involving hackers, privacy, and digital
rights at Stanford and ACLU (Wikipedia).

e Parry Aftab (USA/Canada): A long-time leader in cyber safety and online child
protection, founder of WiredSafety and StopCyberbullying, with recognition including
awards from UNESCO and the FBI (Wikipedia).

¢ Karnika Seth (India): A specialist in cyber law policy, net neutrality advocacy, and
child protection online, regularly advising Indian government and international

bodies (Wikipedia).
o Dominique Shelton Leipzig (USA): A leading voice in Al governance, privacy law, and

advising global tech firms like Meta, Amazon, and Microsoft. She’s also founder of
Global Data Innovation (Wikipedia).
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Granick?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parry_Aftab?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnika_Seth?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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= Who is the “topmost” cyber lawyer?

e If you prioritize global legal thought leadership, breadth of scholarship, and
influence over policy, Pavan Duggal is arguably the foremost name, given his
unmatched authorship, roles in international commissions, and keynote presence
across global cyber forums.

¢ If you consider practitioner excellence among top-tier firms, many individuals at
Perkins Coie, Norton Rose Fulbright, Gibson Dunn, Kirkland, Ropes & Gray, etc., are
recognized by industry peers as among the most influential in 2025 (Wikipedia,
Perkins Coie).

Summary Table
Lawyer Notable Strengths
Pavan Duggal Unmatched in cyberlaw scholarship and global policy influence

Leading practitioners in breach response, privacy, incident
Lawdragon 500 honorees

strategies
Jennifer Granick Privacy rights, surveillance law, hacker defense
Parry Aftab Online safety, cyberbullying supporter, child protection advocate
Karnika Seth Indian cyber policy, advocacy on child safety and net neutrality

Dominique Shelton . . .
Al governance, privacy strategies for top global tech firms

Leipzig

Final Thought

If your focus is global academic, policy, and legal influence, Pavan Duggal tops the list.
When considering leading edge practitioners in corporate and crisis law, many attorneys
listed in the Lawdragon 2025 “Leading Global Cyber Lawyers” guide would qualify as top-
tier practitioners across various jurisdictions.

Let me know if you'd like plenty more detailed profiles or information on a specific

jurisdiction or domain!
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